MINUTES
Pomfret EPDC
3/9/2021
Present: Charlie Tracy Chairman, Mary Collins Vice Chair, John Folsom member, Walter Hinchman member, Maureen Nicholson first Selectman, Ellsworth Chase Selectman,  Chase Prentiss Intern
Approval of Minutes: John Folsom. Seconded by Walter Hinchman
Audience of Citizens: None
Old Business: 
 Pomfret Proprietors request for funding.
 Please see attached letter to Pomfret proprietors.
Community Resilience Building seminar will take place on 3/31/2021.
Timber Harvest update:
Pomfret EPDC has been designated Pomfret’s Forestry Advisory Board. This commission has been addressing Pomfret’s forestry issues for several years. In 2019 a study was completed for a Forestry Management Plan. To this end a service has been awarded the contract by the Board of Selectmen to selectively cut forest on the Murdock property. The net proceeds from this harvesting will be placed in a designated fund to be used to create a Bulky Waste Facility for Pomfret. 
The designation letter from the BOS is attached.
P&Z:
Pomfret’s P&Z Commission has held a hearing on changing the town’s zoning regulations to accommodate the addition of ADU’s in Pomfret.
Sustainable CT:
We are continuing to make strides in our quest to achieve the Bronze level status within Sustainable CT. The deadline for filing is 4/6/2021.
Adjournment: 9:30 AM
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TOWN OF POMFRET

Pomfret Economic Planning & Development Commission
Charlie Tracy, Chair

25 Blossom Drive

Pomfret Center, CT 06259

March 8, 2021

Dear Charlie,

I am happy to inform you that during the regular meeting of March 1, 2021, the Board of
Selectmen unanimously voted to designate the Economic Planning & Development Commission

as the Forestry Advisory Board.

I believe the Commission will be an asset to the Town in this capacity. Please reach out to my
office in any way that I can be of help.

Thank-you and your members for your commitment to the Town of Pomfret.

laureen Nicholson
Filrst Selectman

5 Haven Road
Pomfret Center, CT 06259
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Pomfret Proprietors letter.pdf
Louisa Gebelein Jones
Pomfret Proprietors
March 10, 2021

Good morning,

On Tuesday 3/9/2021 the Pomfret Economic Planning and Development Commission held the
monthly meeting. The agenda included the topic of helping to fund the Pomfret Proprietors.

The discussion was lively and addressed all sides of the issue. Among the discussion points

were as follows:

>

>

>

Y

The Pomfret Proprietors is a private group working for the good of businesses in
Pomfret.

Pomfret Proprietors does an admirable job of raising funds and distributing the net
profits to local non-profit groups.

Pomfret’s Economic Planning and Development Commission is a Town of Pomfret
taxpayer funded Commission that operates through the auspices of the Board of
Selectmen working for the good of the Town and the Town’s Grand List through
economic development.

The request appears to support the Pomfret Proprietors with taxpayer dollars to raise
funds to then give away the net profits raised to a non-profit instead of funding the
costs of the group. This is not a sustainable business plan as you need money every year.
Local business associations fundraise, collect dues, and spend those funds to promote
business members of the group. They are not town or municipally supported.

With this in mind, the Commission voted to table the discussion until the Pomfret Proprietors
have had the opportunity to present an outline or business plan on how the taxpayer funds
could be or should be used to support the business community in our town.
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Charlie Tracy






