POMFRET SENIOR ADVOCATE COMMISSION

Minutes Date: January 15, 2014                     

Pomfret Senior Center

Present/Members: Cathy Grant, Judy Miller, Liz Cartier, Sue LaRose
Present/Alternates: Ann Hinchman
Absent: Rita Conrad, Gail McElroy
Citizen Attendance: 5
Meeting Called To Order: 7:05pm
Alternate(s) Seated: Ann Hinchman
Meeting Minutes Motion was made by Cathy and seconded by Ann to accept the minutes from Dec 18, 2013 as presented. Motion passed.
Citizen Participation: John Carter: Petty Cash receipts given to Liz. Is there now a charge to the Senior Ctr for copies made at the Town Hall?  On Tuesday of this week it was noticed that 3 extension cords were missing.  One was needed for a program at noon.  He called the town hall.  Maureen Nicholson arrived and brought them out from the locked office.  It was noticed that chairs, small TV and game bookcase were moved.  Dan Johnson was fired by Maureen and no notice was given.  Approximately 8 gift bags left by TEEG were missing.
Jeannett Sullivan: Was told that Senior Ctr is now being charged for copies when she went to Town Hall to make copies of calendar.

Sally Johnson: Asked that we not get rid of things that the seniors use; such as puzzles, games.  She wants the game bookcase back in the main room.  Some seniors have knee or hip problems and stairs are an issue.  She is not in favor of commission meetings being changed to an earlier time.  The dominoes group was considering adding Monday afternoons to their schedule.

Additions to Agenda: Ann asked that Brochure Rack be added to Old Business.  Judy asked that Valentine Party be added to Old Business.
Secretary Report: Nothing to report
Treasurer Report: Motion was made by Liz and seconded by Judy to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion passed.
Committee Reports:
Program: Motion made by Judy and seconded by Ann to accept the Program Committee report. Motion passed.
Old Business: Brochure Rack: Ann stated that the rack is almost completed.  It has 4 spaces for 81/2 x 11 items and 12 for tri-fold items.

Valentine Dinner: Dinner to be held on Friday Feb 14th at 5pm at Seeley Brown Dining Room. Original signup sheet is missing from the bulletin board.   New signup will be put up.   Motion was made by Ann and seconded by Cathy that 2 $25 gift certificates from Wal-Mart be purchased from program money and given as door prizes.  Motion passed.  Ann will purchase them.

Motion was made by Judy and seconded by Ann that 2 $25 gift certificates from Wal-Mart be purchased from program money and given as door prizes for the St. Patrick’s Day Lunch.  Motion passed.  Ann will purchase them.
New Business: Proposed 2014-15 Senior Center Budget – Motion was made by Cathy and seconded by Liz that the budget in the amount of $29,450 be approved.  4 yea votes, 1 abstention. Motion passed.

Changing time of commission meetings from 7:00pm to 4:30 or 5:00pm – Games are taking place in the main room until 6pm.  Motion was made by Judy and seconded by Liz to set future meetings of the commission to 6pm.  4 yea votes, 1 nay vote.  Motion passed.


Closing Senior Center on Mondays – Some Commission members we told by Maureen that starting Feb 2014 the Senior Center will be closed on Mondays.

Quarterly Newsletter – Will be discussed at a future meeting.


Upcoming trips – Participation and Drivers – Sue will organize a trip to the Mark Twain and Harriet Beecher Stowe houses.  The cost for this trip should be approximately $21 per person for tickets and $200 for a van rental.  Motion was made by Cathy and seconded by Ann that a Stowe/Twain Houses tour be scheduled for late March at no cost to Pomfret Seniors and $21 for non-Pomfret seniors up to 13 people, with Pomfret Seniors having preference.  Motion passed.
Citizen Comments: Sally Johnson – Competency of drivers for trips is a concern.  She is against Monday closing of the Senior Center.

John Carter – Lack of participation in trips may be due to lack of interest and cost.  Who made decision to close on Mondays?  Was it the board of selectmen?

Monique Caron-Krug – The newsletter could contain info about trips and meetings. Is it possible to bundle TV, cable and phone service?  Why is Valentine Dinner being held at Seeley Brown?
Sybil Williams – Likes idea of Valentine Dinner being held at Seeley Brown.  Wondering when her daughter would receive a check for the program she ran in Dec.
Meeting Adjourned: 8:45pm
Judy Miller

Secretary

Next Commission Meeting: Wednesday Feb 19th at 6pm at the Senior Center.
Next Program Committee Meeting: Wednesday Feb 5th at 10:15 at Seeley Brown Village.

