POMFRET SENIOR ADVOCATE COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes May 18, 2016
Present/Members & Alternates: Cathy Grant, Monique Caron-Krug, Gail McElroy, Liz Cartier, Tom McGrath, Ann Hinchman, Debi Thompson and Anne Miller from TEEG. 
Citizen Attendance:   (6)
Meeting Called To Order: 7:00 pm

Meeting Minutes:    Motion made by Liz and seconded by Gail to approve the April 20, 2016 Minutes.  All in favor.
Citizen Participation:  (1).
Additions to Agenda:   Basement update, funding for trips, transit district

Secretary Report:    We received one email from Monique relative to a lighthouse trip.
Treasurer Report:    The senior program line item has $1,450 left.  Reserve fund has $3,974.52.  The total budget for the senior center is $39,650.  Of that, $35,492.64 or 89.5% has been spent leaving a balance of $4,156.36.  Motion made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Liz and seconded by Gail.  All in favor.
Senior Association Update:
Senior Association had their first Monday meeting and it went very well.  They had pizza and have four new members.  Association is going to Grill 37 on June 10th.  The whale watch is scheduled for July 13th and the cost is $28 per person.  The Association would appreciate the Commission subsidizing the trip by paying $10 per person.  There are 20 people.

TEEG Update:     TEEG has a budget loss of $10,975.   The deficit comprises of administrative, staffing and food.  There was $800 spend on training for Safe Serve Certificates for staff to serve meals at the Center.  TEEG  has applied for another front from the AAA . Attendance will for lunches will need to increase  at the Center to justify any more funding.  Due to the Association meeting on Mondays, they have lower attendance.   Rhonda Wishart of Strong Body/Strong Mind would like to do a yoga class on Thursdays at 1:00.  The cost is $20 per week.  Cost for a 12 week session starting in July will be $240.  TEEG is continuing to advertise in various papers and WINY radio on a regular basis.  Emails to the Putnam Crier are still being ignored.   Jim will be  holding a meeting with seniors to discuss programming.  Pomfret School students came and spread mulch and planted shrubs on May 14th.  Harts Greenhouse donated plants for the planters and some for seniors to plant.  Pomfret School wants to have a dinner/dance to raise money in the Fall.  They are leaning toward square dancing to be held in the Fall. Jim has included cribbage lessons and works on the calendar.  PSAC asked TEEG to see if the Villager would consider doing an article about the Center to let area seniors know about us and to bring in new seniors.  TEEG will look into it.

Senior Center Update:     Monique told PSAC that the seniors are having fun.  Jim is terrific, funny, teases and makes everyone comfortable.  Morale is better and there are no complaints.  Planning a lighthouse trip for June 28th.  Would like PSAC to pay for transportation.
Old Business:    Basement is cleaned out.  Pool table will be removed soon.  Dan is welcome to take the large umbrella.  Town will work on the basement over the summer.  They need to have the exit door with a push bar to bring basement up to fire code.  This was not included in the budget.

New Business:     Northeast Transit District does not come to Pomfret because the town does not pay to participate in the program.  Ann will discuss this with the First Selectman.  Dial-A-Ride is an option for seniors, however, frequently seniors are bumped due to others who have doctor appointments. 

Trips – Senior Association has a Whale Watch trip scheduled for July 13th.  The cost is $28 per person.  They would like PSAC to pay $10 for the 20 people who are going on that trip.  The total will be $200.  

Senior Center is planning a lighthouse cruise for June 28th.  They would like PSAC to pay for transportation.  This was discussed regarding the use of 5 private cars where owners would be paid $.52 a mile or to hire a school bus at $450.  Feeling was that the bus and driver would be a safer way for participants to travel and bus would hold more people. 

TEEG would like PSAC to pay the $20 per week for yoga.  A 12-week session will be $240. 

 A motion was made by Debi to fund the school bus up to $500, yoga classes up to $300 and whale watch request up to $200   The funding will come from the current budget.  Seconded by Gail.  All in favor.

Election of Officers:      Chairman – Ann Hinchman,  Vice Chairman – Cathy Grant, Secretary – Debi Thompson, Treasurer – Liz Cartier, Member at Large – Gail McElroy.  Motion made to accept these officers by Ann and seconded by Cathy.  All in favor.

Citizens’ Comments:     Jeanett said there are FEMA meals in the basement.  Betty had a question about line item allocations.

There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn by Gail and seconded by Cathy.  

All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm

Cathy Grant, Secretary
Next Meeting:   June 15, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16 and Dec. 21
