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	Minutes

Pomfret Agricultural Commission

Thursday, October 17, 2013
Pomfret Senior Center

7:00 pm
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Present:  Ag Commission members: Ellsworth Chase, John Wolchesky, James Rowley, James Labbe, Brad Beeler    Others in Attendance:  Adam Squire, Tina Kelly
I. Open Regular Meeting — Ellsworth Chase called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.
a. Approve Minutes, Meeting of September 19, 2013 — Motion to approve and seconded.  All in favor.
b. Citizen Participation — Introduced Tina Kelly an interested citizen and a raffle entry at the Positively Pomfret Day event.
II. Current Business

a. Positively Pomfret Day — discussed the event activity and level of success.  Overall the attendance appeared to be lower at the Ag Booth than prior year.  The Apples provided by Lapsley Orchard were again a hit with visitors.  The raffle idea worked well, although interest was at a low level.  A total of seven citizens submitted a raffle entry.  Ellsworth Chase conducted a follow up contact with all raffle submitters and three expressing continuing interest in attending a future meeting, and others were not as sure.
b. Brochure — updating the Brochure was raised as a future action.  Brad Beeler discussed establishing a “Branding” such as “Pomfret Produced…”  Branding would require a level of standards with a service fee consideration.  We still have a good supply of first generation brochures.  A next generation Brochure will be a future consideration. 
c. Pomfret Town Web Site — a new Town Web Site is schedule to go live on November 1.  Ellsworth Chase met with the team working the action and coordinated migrating all existing documents and content to the new site.  Additional links relating to Connecticut Agriculture were discussed and these will be added to the new site.  Also, the new web site will contain a section for showcasing a Picture Gallery.  A limited number of Ag related pictures were posted for the initial site launch.  Ongoing maintenance and additional information and pictures for the site need further action.
d. Membership & Citizen Participation —outreach to citizens for participation was conducted as a trial program at Positively Pomfret Day as a raffle contest.  Contest activity was low, but was overall successful and a good model for future consideration.  Ellsworth Chase will work with Board of Selectmen regarding membership changes regarding inactive commission members.  The idea of conducting a photo contest was using the Pomfret Times and/or Woodstock Villager was discussed.  A good concept that needs follow up review at a future meeting. 
e. Pomfret Ag sponsored event — briefly discussed the planning for a spring time education event to promote Pomfret Agriculture.  To be continued at future meeting.
f. Mapping Data — no update.
g. Guest speakers — no update.
III. New Business

a. None noted.
IV. Adjournment — James Labbe moved to adjourn.  Seconded by John Wolchesky. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.     
Respectfully submitted, 
Ellsworth Chase
Acting Secretary
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