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	Minutes

Pomfret Agricultural Commission

Thursday, January 16, 2014
Pomfret Senior Center

7:00 pm
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Present:  Ag Commission members: Ellsworth Chase, John Wolchesky, James Rowley, Brad Beeler, Adam Squire    Others in Attendance:  Tina Kelly
I. Open Regular Meeting — Ellsworth Chase called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.
a. Approve Minutes, Meeting of December 19, 2013 — Motion to approve and seconded.  All in favor.
b. Citizen Participation — none noted.
II. Current Business

a. Quarterly Meeting (Northeast Connecticut Argicultural Commissions Meetings) — no update.
b. Pomfret Town Web Site — discussed the new Town Web Site status. Next actions include: 1) adding pictures, 2) adding information articles and links, 3) updating minutes and schedules.
c. Membership & Citizen Participation — the idea of conducting a photo contest was using the Pomfret Times and/or Woodstock Villager was again briefly discussed and remains a topic of interest for a future meeting.  Also, discussed submitting seasonal articles in the Pomfret Times about agriculture.
d. Pomfret Ag sponsored event — continued the discussion for a spring time education event to promote Pomfret Agriculture.  It was decided that the initial education event would focus on Bee Keeping and the importance to environment.  Brad Beeler suggested that his neighbor Ron Lambert be a presenter along with Adam Squire.  Both at very experienced in bee keeping.  The event will be held on Thursday, March 20th at the Pomfret Senior Center.  This is the date of our monthly scheduled commission meeting.  Ellsworth will assist Adam and Ron in planning the session and will coordinate advertising.
e. Mapping Data — no update.
f. Guest speakers — The March 20th education event will be presented by the two speakers noted above.  Need to identify the event and/or other speakers.
III. New Business

a. John Wolchesky and Brad Beeler discussed the topic of promoting Agriculture as a business.  After some discussion it was not clear how to proceed.  This topic needs follow up discussion at a future meeting.

b. John Wolchesky discussed establishing a Tax Exemption for buildings similar to what is provided by the Town of Brooklyn.  John and Lapsley Orchard have building in both towns.  This will be further discussed at the next meeting.
c. None noted.
IV. Adjournment — John Wolchesky moved to adjourn.  Seconded by Brad Beeler. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.     
Respectfully submitted, 
Ellsworth Chase
Acting Secretary
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