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	Minutes

Pomfret Agricultural Commission

Thursday, November 20, 2014
Pomfret Senior Center

7:00 pm
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Present:  Ag Commission members: Ellsworth Chase, James Rowley, John Wolchesky, Brad Beeler, Bill Wood, Adam Squire, Tina Kelly 
I. Open Regular Meeting — Ellsworth Chase called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.
a. Approve Minutes, Meeting of October 16, 2014 — Motion to approve by John Wolchesky and seconded by James Rowley.  All in favor.
b. Citizen Participation — None.
II. Current Business

a. Pomfret Farmers Market — continuing discussion on key factors (location, schedule, rules and guidelines, organization structure, market master, etc.) occupied most of the meeting.  The discussion focused on location alternatives with both pros and cons. Some new location alternatives were raised and the list now includes the following prime site considerations:
i. Town Recreation Park

ii. Parking area west of Ruckie’s Store

iii. Town Hall Office Building & Parking Lot

iv. Community / Senior Center & Parking Lot

v. Loose & Company Field at junction of Rte 169 & Rte 101

vi. Lawn & parking area in front of the Catholic Church

There may be others, but this expanded list offers a good mix of features and benefits that was discussed in great detail.  
The sub-committee stated a continuing preference for using the Town Recreation Park as the location of choice.  It appears to satisfy most all criteria, excluding being the best major highway location.
John Wolchesky stated that Maureen Nicholson mentioned the possibly for the town to build a new pavilion that could help support a Farmers Market.  Ellsworth Chase will follow up with Maureen to clarify this opportunity and report back to commission members.

It was decided that the sub-committee would work to prepare a draft proposal covering all key requirements and success factors to be presented at the next monthly meeting.

b. Quarterly Meeting (Northeast Connecticut Argicultural Commissions Meetings) — no update.

c. Pomfret Agricultural Workshop / Events — no update.

d. Building Tax Exemption — no update.
III. Adjournment — Brad Beeler moved to adjourn.  Seconded by James Rowley. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.     
Respectfully submitted, 
Ellsworth Chase
Acting Secretary
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