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	Minutes

Pomfret Agricultural Commission

Thursday, December 18, 2014
Pomfret Senior Center

7:00 pm
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Present:  Ag Commission members: Ellsworth Chase, James Rowley, James Labbe, John Wolchesky, Bill Wood, Adam Squire
I. Open Regular Meeting — Ellsworth Chase called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM.
a. Approve Minutes, Meeting of November 20, 2014 — Motion to approve by James Rowley and seconded by James Labbe.  All in favor.
b. Citizen Participation — None.
II. Current Business

a. Pomfret Farmers Market — unfortunately the draft proposal document was not distributed prior to the meeting and also not available at the meeting for review.  Additionally, due to conflicts not all sub-committee members were present to support the review.  Sub-committee members Bill Wood and Adam Squire did walk through much of the key criteria that were part of the document.  Some of note are:
i. Location,  sub-committee prime recommendation is the Town Recreation Park

ii. Budget for 1st year operation
iii. Vendor mix and quantity
iv. Cooperative Model versus others
v. Operating Guidelines
vi. Other
After, much discussion and debate, It was decided that sub-committee member Bill Wood will send the draft document to Ellsworth Chase, who will in turn distribute to all Commission members for review and commentary. 

The draft document will be addressed at the next monthly Commission meeting in January.  It is expected that a consensus will be reached and a decision to proceed with a definitive action plan for implementation.
b. Pomfret Agricultural Workshop / Events — a decision for the next workshop event was finalzed.
Next Workshop Event:

Topic:
Tree Triming
Date:
Saturday, March 7, 2015

Time:
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM

Location:
Lapsley Orchard

Presenter:
John Wolchesky

A team lead and sub-committee needs to be established to coordinate actions including advertisement for the event.
Future Event Consideration:  Making Maple Syrup was a suggested event that was of interest to all those present.
c. 2015 Memorial Day Parade — no update.
d. Quarterly Meeting (Northeast Connecticut Argicultural Commissions Meetings) — no update.

e. Building Tax Exemption — no update.
III. New Business

a) Pomfret Grown Brochure —  Ellsworth Chase noted that the Advocate central organization is working with various regional Agricultural Commissions to consider participating in an update their “Town Grown” brochures.  Updates are needed before the end February.  All members were asked to review the brochure, look at their own information if currently listed and give thoughts to people in the town who may be interested in being listed in a revised edition. 
IV. Adjournment — James Labbe moved to adjourn.  Seconded by James Rowley. All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.     
Respectfully submitted, 
Ellsworth Chase
Acting Secretary
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