
A Review of Pomfret’s  

American Rescue Act Funds  
     In June of 2021, the Town of Pomfret was confirmed for receipt of $1,243,880.29 as its share of the 

American Rescue Plan ACT (ARPA) funds. Pomfret was originally slated to receive $427,496.83, as the 

municipality’s share based on population. An additional $816,383.46 was then directed to Pomfret as its 

“county” share, as the State of Connecticut does not have county governments. The disbursements will be 

issued in two payments of $621,940.15. We are in receipt of the June 2021 payment.    The next $621,940.15 

is expected in June 2022.  

     Towns are obligated to use the ARPA funds in full by 31 December 2024, and the use of those funds is 

subject to the guidelines in the Interim Final Rule issued by the Department of the Treasury. Broadly 

speaking, funds are intended to respond to the impacts to towns during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

     The receipt of the ARPA funds is an unprecedented opportunity for every city and town in the United 

States to pursue public health, community revitalization, economic development and infrastructure 

improvements that would otherwise be out of reach. Nonetheless, the Treasury Department guidelines 

also make it clear that the funds are not a “blank check” for municipal wish-list projects.  

     Pomfret has a committee that has been discussing , reviewing, and proposing projects.  The committee 

includes representation from the BOS, BOF, EPDC, Emergency Management, DPW, social services, PCS, 

and the public at large.  There is a list of proposed expenditures being compiled that will respond to the 

challenges of a pandemic and position our community to be more resilient in the future. 

Each potential project should include:  

• Reference to the eligibility as described in the Interim Final 

Rule  

• A summary of the potential project  

• Estimated costs  

• An estimate of the number of households or individuals  

impacted  by the project, wherever possible  

• A summary of the Pros and Cons for each project  

The Interim Final Rule also states:  

“Treasury urges State, territorial, Tribal, and local governments to engage their constituents and 

communities in developing plans to use these payments, given the scale of funding and its potential 

to catalyze broader economic recovery and rebuilding.”  

     The nature of that community engagement is not otherwise prescribed. It is suggested that the 

committee members reviewing these projects offer one or more public presentations, with opportunities 

for public input, before any final decision is made.  We will offer an opportunity to review and discuss 

proposed projects in the coming months.  Public input is very important and will help guide how the ARPA 

funds are expended in Pomfret.  The purpose of these funds is that they be spent for the public good. They 

cannot be banked or returned. The responsibility, therefore, is to determine their highest, best use. We will 

work together as a community to accomplish these goals. 

If you have questions, please contact First Selectman Maureen Nicholson at 

maureen.nicholson@pomfretct.gov or 860-974-0191.   
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