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POMFRET SENIOR ADVOCATE COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes September 21, 2016

Present: Members/Alternates: Ann Hinchman, Cathy  Grant, Gail McElroy,  Debi Thompson, Liz Cartier Tom McGrath, Monique Caron-Krug, TEEG REP – Ann Miller    

Citizen Attendance: 4 Citizens present

Meeting Called to Order: 7:00p.m. by Chair

Approval of June Minutes: Correction under TEEG update of typos, 4th line…”form” should be “from”, “AM”  should be MA.  Motion to Accept minutes with Corrections – Cathy. 2nd - Gail

Seat Alternates:   N/A

Additions to Agenda: 1) Payment for a table at the healthy Living expo @ Ellis - $50
2) Turkey Dinner at Seeley Brown 11/18 or 19    3) Purchase of a domino game 
4) TEEG proposal for funding    5) Change of time for PSAC meeting    6) Proposed trips

Secretary’s report:  No communications received.

Treasurer’s report:   Town Budget for Senior Center - $45,820…$34,390.02 spent to date. Reserve Account Balance - $4182.52.  Treasurer is tracking a check deposited to the account which was returned by the bank. 

TEEG UPDATE: Things are going well at the Center.  The seniors are active and are also participating in designing upcoming activities.  The Pomfret School put on a dance in September which turned out lovely.  There was a late change in the schedule which may have caused some confusion.  They provided music, a wonderful meal and all the decorations.  They would like to do another in December.   Yoga and Tai Chi are still on the schedule.  TEEG is still searching for low or no cost programs. 

David Lancer has been doing the newsletter and doing a very nice job.  Some work is yet to be done to accomplish all the deadlines. Recruitment of additional volunteers will help in that effort. Facebook is being maintained and updated very timely by Chelsea from TEEG, as well  handling all other media announcements.
Pomfret Senior Assoc: A successful Whale Watch from Plymouth MA was held in July.  Day was hot and clear.  Whales very active with adolescents, mothers and calves performing over 100 breeches.  Gail got  a terrific price of $25 per person because of her long relationship with the owner.   Afterwards, a wonderful dinner was had at Isaac’s restaurant.

We had reported that a subsidy of $10 for Pomfret residents, which the committee approved, was denied by the First Selectman’s office.  The action plan was for an appeal to be made to that office.  Gail and Debi met with the First Selectman to present a case for appeal, and after hearing the presentation, the ruling was reversed and $130 was obtained from the reserve fund and distributed to the Pomfret residents attending the event.  There was an apparent misunderstanding and the procedure for approval had been followed. 

The July meeting was a barbecue, which was well attended.  The trip to Harkness Park in August was canceled due to the extreme heat. The October 3rd meeting  will be a brown bag luncheon meeting.  The anniversary dinner  on October 19th with a cost of $5/member, plus their beverages and the balance of the meal being picked up by the Association. 

Pomfret Senior Center:  There was a Lighthouse trip/Cruise where they observed 10-15 Lighthouses.  Also a wonderful Essex Steam train and River boat trip . A trip to Ocean Beach  in August, and a trip to Mini Golf in September.   Proposals for the future.  Oct.- -Taylor Brook winery, Nov.– Ct Science Center, Dec. – potluck Christmas Party with a Yankee Swap.  The months of Jan., Feb., and March will have no outside trips.  April – New Britain Museum of Modern Art, May – Bradley Museum, June the Trolley Museum.  All of these trips will have meals scheduled afterwards.  

Old Business:  Funding –   Anne Miller presented an issue regarding the AAA Grant.In doing the budget for this year, TEEG reapplied for the same grant that last year funded $12,000 for services to the PSC.  TEEG did not receive that funding for the 2016-17 year.    Anne appealed the ruling and was told that the PSC was doing so well, the grant would not be needed. In addition to being shocked and disappointed, budget adjustments needed to be made.  

After discussions at TEEG and with the town two options were presented to the PSAC for discussion and vote:  

Option One – Reduced the on site staff person’s hours to 9, 3 hours on each of the days the Senior 
Center is open. 6 of the hours, and all 9 hours of fringe and allocated expenses would be absorbed by 
TEEG.  Funding for the 3 hours on the 3rd day would need to come from the Town Senior budget. 

Option 2 – there would be no on site person at the PSC for the 3 days, only drop in staff.  

Discussion and questions took place among the PSAC members and the citizens present to clarify the options,   Motion made by Ann Hinchman to have the PSC open 3 days a week.  3 hours of the on site would be funded from Town of Pomfret Sr budget thru the contract with TEEG. Funded in the amount of $2808  2nd – Cathy …All in favor. 

A second motion made by  Liz to use $2808 from the Reserve Account to fund the 3 hours of the third day for the TEEG staff person.  2nd- Ann. All in favor. 

It was also discussed that fundraisers such, as a spaghetti dinner or a bake sale could be held to replace the funding used for the just-approved motion.   Monique will speak with the attendees of the center about  the idea and get back to PSAC at the Oct meeting.

New Business:  Trip Funding – Due to the recently voted upon motion it was suggested the list of trips presented above be taken up again in Oct., with firmer cost numbers.  The Senior Association will also come with their plan at that time.  All trips authorized by PSAC of Program and Reserve Account funds must be open to all citizens of the Town of Pomfret.

Positively Pomfret Day – taking place this coming Saturday. Ann has been in communication with the Committee members and Gary Brown regarding having a table there.  There will be a table with PSC pamphlets, and TEEG will be there providing information.  There is a pop up tent  available and decorations from the center.  Ann, Cathy and Tom McGrath to tend the booth.  The Center is looking to purchase another Dowill domino  game  and extra trays.  The game is approximately $28 with the trays being extra.  A motion made by Gail to authorize no more than $50 for the game, a 2nd by Cathy….all in favor. On November 8th there will be a Health Fair at Ellis Tech.  Cathy asked if PSC is participating, as in the past. Cost of a table is $50.  Discussion revealed TEEG will be there. TEEG will handle the PSC on their table.

A Turkey Dinner  at Seeley Brown is proposed for either 11/18 or 11/19 at 5 o’clock with the cost again being $10 per person with a 50 person limit.   Discussion re. date and how to market  dinner to get more participants.  Newspapers and on the Facebook page.  A motion  made to have the dinner on Friday 11/18 by Gail 2nd by Debi.  Ann H, talked about the fact that PSAC members should try and support as many functions as possible. 

A subcommittee composed of Ann, Cathy, and Tom will look at and revise and update the mission statement and policies of the Senior Center. 

Debi suggested changing time of meeting to 6pm during winter months.All in favor.   Future meeting dates are 10/19….11/15…12/14.

Citizen Comments: *Thank you for the vote for the extra Dominoes game *While the dance was advertised they would have liked to see more in attendance * The Donation box is not marketed enough.  It needs to be in a more prominent place. * Consider reminding the folks at lunch that donations are always welcome.  The Pool table is still in the basement.  (Ann will again contact the First Selectman’s office)*There is water in the basement wetting the supplies for the shelter.* Look for “files of life* for Pomfret Day.

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn at 8:45pm by – Liz   2nd – Ann. All in favor.   

Respectfully Submitted,
Debi Thompson, Sec. 
Upcoming Meeting Dates:
6pm Oct 19th              




