POMFRET SENIOR ADVOCATE COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes January 20, 2016
Present/Members & Alternates: Cathy Grant, Ann Hinchman, Monique Caron-Krug, Gail McElroy, Liz Cartier, Tom McGrath, Debi Thompson, Donna Grant & Anne Miller from TEEG
Citizen Attendance:   (5)
Meeting Called To Order: 7:00 pm
Meeting Minutes:    Motion made by Cathy and seconded by Gail that the December 16, 2015 minutes be accepted with changes.  4 in favor, 1 abstained.
Citizen Participation:  Question about where the money for bingo was.  They were told that all funds are deposited in the appropriate accounts. Clarification that the Pomfret Senior Association does not have a Reserve Acct. Reserve Acct is for all Seniors in Town.
Additions to Agenda:   Pool Table, Use of Basement, Annual Report, 2016-17 Budget, Senior Center Past & Future
Secretary Report:    None
Treasurer Report:    Zero dollars have been spent in the Senior Programs line item.  As of January 20, 2016, 55% of the total budget for the Senior Center has been spent.  Motion made to accept the Treasurer’s Report by Liz and seconded by Debi.  All in favor.
Senior Association Report:
Plans are made to have a lunch at Deb’s Place for $3 per person in February or March.  They plan to have a spaghetti dinner fundraiser in April.
TEEG Report:     Tai Chi and Yoga continues.  Yoga is free.  Tai Chi is once a week but they would like to have it twice a week.  They spoke to First Selectman Baldwin about improvements to the basement. Railings on the stairs, more heat, pool table needs to be removed, new flooring, dehumidifier, to name a few things.  Jim surveyed seniors about the various activities at the Center.  They will continue to be open three-days a week through February.  Starting March, they will assess going back to two-days a week per the contract.  TVCCA meals at the Center were based on an average of 25 seniors per day.  They get between 18-20 with 25-30 on the first Tuesday when the Senior Association is there for their meeting.  The Newsletter is being done at TEEG.  Seniors will to asked help with folding and stamping.  They are developing an email list.  Day Kimball Healthcare no longer has their blood pressure clinic so they’ve approached the Department of Health and Generations for healthcare needs.  TEEG will meet with First Selectman Baldwin relative to their budget for the Center for 2016-17.  This figure will be added to our budget at that time.  TEEG has been doing free advertising for the Center through WINY.  They are not doing any paid advertising.  Monique to email Jake at TEEG about the calendar events for advertising in other publications.  She will need this information prior to the Newsletter going out.  Waiting for the Newsletter to be handed out will be too late.  TEEG will contact the Villager regarding community news.  Citizens present felt there needs to be more advanced notice  about what the crafts are before the classes are held and more time during the activity to complete project. That was why there wasn’t much interest in the January craft class.    Monique asked how the grant was being allocated.  TEEG has a grant that covers activities only.  100% of that grant must go to activities in order to meet the criteria for that grant. Ann said that she would bring the need for more space for activities and exercising to the 
Old Business:    
Ann mentioned that she discussed the basement issues with the First Selectman.  First Selectman needs to determine what can and will be done and how to pay for it.

New Business:

· The Commission would like to put on a corned beef dinner again this year.  The date will be Saturday, March 12th at 5:00 at Seely-Brown Village’s dining room.  Cost for the dinner will be $10 per person.  There is no cost to the Commission.  Cathy will do the flyer, get the notice to the Pomfret Times by Feb 12th, email Jake at TEEG for inclusion in their newsletter.

· Ann reviewed the 2016-17 budget with the rest of the Commission.  Each member was given a copy of the draft budget, The new TEEG contract will be added to the budget once that is established by the First Selectman.

· Ann went over PSAC’s Annual Report for the Town of Pomfret.

· In May, term limits have five of the seven Commission members up for reappointment. The First Selectman asked Ann to reassign the term limits effective May 2016.  Liz Cartier will serve a 4-year term, Tom McGrath a 3-year term, Gail & Debi have 2-year terms, Cathy has one year term. Alternates will be Monique 2 years, Ann 1 year.

· PSAC had instituted a requirement that all seniors who use the Center had to join the Senior Association.  This was abandoned once TEEG took over running the Center.  Gail told the Commission that they do not want seniors to join their Association for that purpose.  They are all welcome to join if they choose to.  The Commission and the citizens attending the meeting voiced opinions about the seniors who use the Center and the Senior Association.  There is some resentment from the citizens that because the Senior Association has their meeting while the Center is open, they are limiting and/or affecting the use of the Center by the rest of the seniors.  The Senior Association has always met the first Tuesday of the month at Noon and want to continue to do this.  There was mention of the Senior Association being asked to move their meeting to Monday or Friday when the Center is closed.  This should have to be discussed by the Association.

·  Ann outlined the progression of the Senior Center and how many things have improved over the years. We are on a good path to further improving the Center with work being done to increase our space with alterations to the basement. The contract with TEEG has improved organization, morale and attendance. Many elders in town continue to express anger, disappointment and confusion that there continues to be two distinct groups of senior activities in this small town.  Some elders aren't sure what they are joining. New people in town don't want to be involved in old issues of resentment and anger. Discussion involved how to better the relationship between those who attend the Center on a regular basis and the Pomfret Senior Association.  Options might be to have more room in the basement so that during the Senior Association meeting and exercising, one group could be using the downstairs area, Senior Association could meet on another day of the week, or the two groups merge and dues be paid to the Senior Center.  All come for meals and activities the Town supports thru a contract with TEEG.  Ann felt that the Pomfret Senior Association should meet and weigh their options and Ann will submit a proposal to Selectmen to try to assist in making the basement level usable.

Citizens’ Comments:     None

There being no further business, meeting adjourned at 9:27 pm

Cathy Grant, Secretary
Next Meeting:   Wednesday, February 17, 2016 at 7:00 pm at Senior Center

Meeting dates:  March 16, April 20, Annual Meeting is May 18, 2016
