POMFRET SENIOR ADVOCATE COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes June 15, 2016


Present: Members/Alternates: Ann Hinchman, Cathy  Grant, Gail McElroy,  Debi Thompson, Tom McGrath, Monique Caron-Krug, TEEG REP – Anne Miller    Absent: Liz Cartier

Citizen Attendance: (0)

Meeting Called to Order: 6:58 p.m.

Seat Alternates:  Motion to seat Tom McGrath by Gail ,   2nd Cathy    

Additions to Agenda: Proposal for funding Essex Steam Train trip July 20th 

Secretary’s report:  No communications received.

Treasurer’s report:  Balance in Program account: $402.01.  99% of the Center line item budget of $39,650 has been spent to date. 

TEEG Update: *The Center has received some additional voluntary help from a couple who wish to do some additional volunteer work.  Dave has software experience with publishing, and Cathy will help in the kitchen.* A new blood pressure provider has been obtained and will begin screenings once a month on July 28th at 10:30. They are form AM and need to be vetted to see if they are licensed to provide services in CT.  *Still waiting for progress on the basement.  *On Sept 10th the Pomfret School wishes access to the center for a dinner dance they are sponsoring for the seniors.  Planning is mostly done, but there will be a progress meeting during the summer. The theme could be a square dance.  TEEG will do the advertising and there will be no cost to the seniors.  *Trying to work out a set time to allow “Choices “ a service for discussing benefits for seniors, on the calendar.  Issue is finding “private” space for those discussions. Target is startup in September.* Doing outreach to two folks from Lisbon who do workshops on caning and woodworking.  This would be a pay-as-you-go series. Target is again September. 

Pomfret Senior Assoc: *June Meeting was an Italian theme.  Lasagna was provided and folks brought in dishes to share including stuffed shells . * A picnic outing to Harkness is scheduled for Aug 17th, bringing your own food and carpooling. *A luncheon was held at Grill 37 on June 10th.  Very enjoyable and the food was great.  *Due to the 4th of July being the 1st Monday, the July meeting will be the following Monday, the 11th with a BBQ theme.  Hot Dogs, hamburgers and rolls will be provided.  Folks will bring dishes to share.  On Wednesday July 13th, a whale watch is scheduled leaving from Plymouth MA.  Cost is $28 and is open to all.  Flyer is posted. 


Pomfret Senior Center:  *A Lighthouse Cruise is scheduled for June 28th.  Twenty-seven people are signed up and there may be 2-3 more.  The cost is $21. * The Center is running beautifully. *The presentation on Anthropology was terrific and interesting. *The rhubarb bake went well. *Event coverage is posted to Facebook. 

Old Business:  Town Funding – The Commission had approved funding for both the Lighthouse trip and the Whale watch.  Both were presented for approval to the Selectman and only the Lighthouse trip was approved.  The result was a surprise.  The reason for denial was that the Association was a private organization and would not be getting public funds.  The Commission was under the impression approval for funding would/could be obtained from the Reserve account set up for expenses for town seniors with donated dollars.  Much discussion took place over the history of the funding, and the transition to this new model from the previous model, and the impacts on funding and the mission statement of the commission itself, and how all these things need to be revisited since there is still confusion.   The Senior Association will again try to meet with the First Selectman because this result was not their impression of the outcome of the last meeting with him. *The Yoga bill was presented to the town for payment instead of TEEG.  The bill was for $180, a lower amount since nothing happened in June.  TEEG will need to get a copy of the check from the town to straighten their books. 

New Business: * There is funding in the 16-17 budget to address the renovation of the basement and work will be starting very soon, including maybe new floor covering.  Furniture will be there for September.  * The First Selectman would like to see the trip proposals for 16-17.  Discussion again ensued about whose role it will be to put that together.  Clarification required.  *Targeting September to take a look at the Senior Center policies again and update them based on the new model. *Monique presented a proposal for funding for a trip in July (the 20th) on the Essex Steam Train and Riverboat.  Cost is $26.10 per person or $22, if 27 folks sign up.  Also want a 15 passenger van for $175 and gas money. The Commission would like a detailed bill enumerating the costs.  Since this is the last meeting until September, the Commission felt approval could be given for an estimated maximum amount.  Cathy put forth a motion to spend up to $250 from the FY16-17 budget for the Essex trip.  The motion carried. 

Citizen Comments: None

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn – Cathy    2nd – Debi .   Motion carried.  Meeting Adjourned at 8:25p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Debi Thompson,Sec. 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: September 21st	Oct 19th      		
