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POMFRET SENIOR ADVOCATE COMMISSION
Pomfret Senior Center
Meeting Minutes October 19, 2016

Present: Members/Alternates: Ann Hinchman, Gail McElroy, Debi Thompson, Liz Cartier, Tom McGrath,    
				    Absent: Cathy Grant, Monique Caron-Krug, Ann Miller -TEEG

Citizen Attendance: 2 Citizens present, First Selectman - Craig Baldwin

Meeting Called to Order: 6:05p.m. by Chair

Seat Alternates:   Tom McGrath was seated 

Approval of September Minutes: Correction under the section of Old Business.  Jim Jutras is leaving at 1:30. Motion to accept the Minutes – Gail    2nd – Tom.   All in favor. 

Additions to Agenda: 1) Senior Center reporting at these meetings.

Secretary’s report:  No communications received.

Treasurer’s report:   Town Budget for Senior Center was distributed to all members.  Discussion about when and what account the trips approved in June, were paid.  Essex was paid from the program line item and the Whale watch, while initially disapproved, upon appeal, was approved and paid from the Reserve Account.   We know the Lighthouse trip was paid but it is still unclear if those dollars were taken from last year’s line item or the Reserve account.  To be determined. 

TEEG UPDATE: Ann Miller submitted a report which was read by the Chair.  The transition to the new format due to the budget constraint has occurred and the center is focused on moving forward.  Jim reports that he is able to spend more time with the seniors doing the work he is well-trained to do.  He does help clean up and supports the TEEG staff as needed with meal prep. He will still assist seniors with the monthly planning meeting, the walking club, and the book group. 
Jenn Strong is overseeing the day-to-day operations, staffing and administrative pieces at the center. Chelsea Valade is overseeing the Newsletter, Facebook page and publicity.  It is important that people contact her with Association news, Advocacy news, trip information and Seely Brown news.  She may be reached by calling TEEG or at chelseav@teegonline.org.

Pomfret Senior Assoc: The Association, after discussion with the members is evolving to a new model.  Due to the age of most members and many saying Monday was not a good day, the new focus will be socialization at various locations on various days throughout the month.  The venue and date for the next month will be decided by members attending in the current month.  The hours at the Center will be retained, especially during the colder months in case of a weather cancellation.  Gail will inform Bonnie if the hours can be freed up for other use as soon as plans are finalized, and the weather will not appear to be an issue.  

Pomfret Senior Center:  A report/request was presented by Tom for $250 for transportation in the form of a van for the trip to the CT Science Center.  This trip was previously approved. 

Old Business:  Schedules of Outside Trips -  The request from the Senior Center remains the same as previously submitted.  The Senior Association has just moved to the new format and no discussion has taken place yet.  Will report back next month with progress.  Update on Senior Center basement – A report on the status was presented by First Selectman Baldwin.  The furniture has been removed.  Did a small repair to the heating system for about $86.  The Johnson group is looking at what it will take to remedy the heating issues.  First report indicates it may be more complicated than originally thought.  Quotes have been solicited for duct cleaning. The plan is to spray for mold and mildew and if there is money left, to paint, and to remove the carpeting. The work should be started by November. Ann has a donated flat screen TV for the basement when it is ready.  Some discussion of how to get furniture for the room.  TEEG just received some donations.  Need to think about other methods and resources.    Update of Senior Center Policies – No progress as of yet.  Dates need to be scheduled, hopefully after today’s meeting.  Putnam has a regularly scheduled Senior Commission.  Cathy was invited to participate and the staff have indicated they are willing to share their materials as aids to us.   Positively Pomfret Day -  Ann and Tom were there all day. Gary Brown was there for much of the day.  Some folks did stop by, but the important focus was to have a presence.  The staff were aware there can be a bias among attendees that “that stuff does not apply to us” mentality exists, but it is important for us to be there and it was a good experience.  Turkey Dinner- A reminder there will be a Turkey Dinner at Seely Brown on Friday 11/8 at 5:00, at a cost of $10 for a maximum of 50 participants.  Rather than gift cards the door prize will be a Kindle Reader offered by Cathy Grant. 

New Business:  Meeting Dates for the balance of CY16 & CY 17 – Nov 16th, Dec 21st, Jan 18th, Feb 15th, Mar 15th, Apr 19th, May 17th, June 21st, Sept 20th, Oct 18th, Nov 15th, Dec 20th. 
Fundraising – The chai initiated discussion on whether there has been any discussion either at the Association or within the Center about fundraising.  The Association feel their members are too fragile.  Nothing has happened at the Senior Center either.  Some suggestions were put out for discussion such as a quilt raffle with a quilt being made by the quilting group. Spaghetti dinner or dinner of another type?  Fee -paid classes such as chair caning?  Senior Center reporting – A question was raised as to why there are separate reports from TEEG and then by Monique.  Discussion took place on the roles and responsibilities of each.  Conclusion was to combine both under Senior Center with a portion delivered by TEEG and another portion on Outside activities. 

Citizen Comments: *Can the Senior Center be used by other groups? Yes, provided the center is not booked. Check with Bonnie and may need to complete usage form. * There is an antique quilt available for raffle but would like someone to look at it for value.  Suggestion was to check with quilting group for an evaluation. 8 Would a Bluegrass Group be good for a fundraiser?  Consensus was yes. Details to follow. 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn – Ann   2nd – Debi.   Motion carried.  Meeting Adjourned at 7:45p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,
Debi Thompson, Sec. 
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